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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 





WATERING PLACE PHYSICIANS. 

With the annual hegira to the country and the 
watering places, to the seaside and the springs, 
comes also the annual flight of such of the city 
doctors who can gain a month’s vacation. Some 
of them, of financial skill, know howto make 
these vacations pay better than the months at 
home. These shrewd brethren belong mainly to 
either of two classes, the Hotel Doctor or the 
Eminent Specialist. 

The Hotel Doctor early informs the proprietor 
that he has come for ‘‘ the season,’’ and wants a 
good room, and sometimes the privilege of a very 
modest sign in the hall, or his cards on the desk. 
He promptly becomes intimate with the distin- 
guished looking head clerk, and they occasion- 
ally may be seen in social chat over the gay 
Whether it is 
the natural result of friendship, or, as some 
wicked people whisper, of “little divvies,’’ who 
can say, but certain it is, when the baby gets the 
stomach ache, or the stout old lady one of her 
bilious turns, the head clerk is remarkably apt to 
mention that ‘‘ We happen to have an excellent 


cigar or the agreeable cobbler. 


physician stopping with us just now, Dr. So-and- 
So. Perhaps you would like to see him ?”’ And 
soon the Hotel Doctor captures the family, and 
establishes both reputation and connections for 
the future. 

The Eminent Specialist regards with distrust 
the Hotel Dootor, and gives thanks that he is not 
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such a man. He casually mentions among his 
patients, for some months before his departure, 
that this year he will enjoy his ease at Long 
Branch, Saratoga, or Newport, as the case may 
be. 
nouncement of this fact appears in one or two of 
the local papers. His arrival is promptly her- 
alded, of course without his knowledge, in the 
list of guests ; and as various of his patients have 
already preceded him and are scattered at the 
different hotels, he not only carries his practice 
with him, but, through the gossip of the idle 
summer hours, his presence becomes more and 


Perhaps, much to his displeasure, the an- 


more known, and his hands continue delightfully 
full. 

Meanwhile, the local doctors, who have strug- 
gled through the long months of frightful dull- 
ness which are so characteristic of watering 
places between seasons, in hopes of some crumbs 
from the rich men’s feast, continue to hunger, 
dissatisfied and disgusted. Between the two 
species we have mentioned, hardly a tithe of the 
harvest falls to their share. Justly, therefore, 
they complain, and the unbiased mind cannot 
but sympathize with them. Even if called in 
pro forma to meet the Eminent Specialist, that 
great man puts them in such a corner that it 
‘makes the scarce dollars come all the harder. 
As for the Hotel Doctor, he makes no ‘secret 
among his patients of his opinion of these unfor- 
tunate country physicians. They are worthy 
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men, Madam, excellent men, but then, in their A FULL INDEX - 
isolated position, you know, so much behind the | Is a feature so essential to the usefulness of 


times. To be sure, they can’t help it, but the | periodical literature that we make no excuse for 


more the pity for their patients. If a consulta- 
tion is needed, he suggests at once the Eminent 
Specialist, and not the local practitioner. 


devoting nearly the whole of this number to an 
Index of the volume now closing. To obtain 
the proper use of the Index, the volume should 





Deeply and bitterly cognizant of these arts, the be bound, as searching among a pile of loose 
practitioners of Saratoga Springs have entered | numbers is extremely inconvenient. To. facili- 
various protests against such action of their city | tate the werk of binding we have prepared a 
brethren. In a meeting of the Saratoga County | number of cases, neatly covered with cloth and 
Medical Society, June 31st, the following resolu- | stamped with the title, in gilt, of the Reporter, 


tion was passed :— 


‘*Wuereas, There are certain members of the 
medical profession now in good standing in the 


State Medical Society, as well as in county so- | 


cieties, who annually visit Saratoga Springs for 

the purpose of practicing medicine, and by their 
uestionable manners in seeking practice, to the 

j Leccimout of local resident physicians ; there- 
fore, be it 


‘‘ Resolved, That we, as members of the 
County Medical Society, do condemn the prac- 


tice above mentioned, as contrary to the spirit of | 


our code of ethics. 


‘* Resolved, That a* copy of the foregoing pre- 
amble and resolution be sent to the MepicaL 
Anp SureicaL Repvorter, of Philadelphia, and 
the Medical Record, of New York, and that a 
copy be sent to Dr. ’. 5 Reynolds, delegate to 
the American Medical Association, with the re- 
quest that he will see that it is brought to the 
notice of the society above mentioned. 

““C. C. Bepe Lt, m.v., Secretary.”’ 


It was forcibly put by the members, in discuss- 
ing the question, that such peripatetic Esculapii 
are not very broadly different from the itinerant 
medicus whom all orthodox societies hold in 
horror and aim to check by legislative restric- 
tions. Such, too, has become the opinion of the 
French rulers, for several determined efforts 
have.been made in that country, of recent years, 
to check the influx of practicing English and 
German doctors at the health resorts during the 
season. 

For our own part, we always admired the plan 
adopted by Sir Henry Holland, as related in his 
autobiography. 
visits to places of popular resort, he declined 


In his numerous travels and 


paying professional visits except in emergencies ; 


and not unfrequently, in order to avoid being 
called upon, did not register himself as a medical 
man at all, but as a private gentleman. 





| which we mail for twenty-five cents each, or five 


for a dollar. For a nominal sum, a few cents 
| per volume, any binder will slip into these and 


fasten the numbers of each half yearly:series. 


—_—_ 





Notes AND CoMMENTS. 


| Method of Removing Hairs. 
A writer in the Michigan Medical News gives 
| the following method of eradicating superfluous 
hairs, as practiced by Dr. C. E. Mitchell, of St. 
| Louis. The instruments required are, a pair of 
| good ordinary forceps to seize the hair with, 
| then a sharp needle, fastened to a small handle 
| (a small,sharp pegging awl will do), which isto be 
| passed down parallel to the hair, within its sheath, 
till you reach the bottom of the follicle, then with- 
draw ; melt some nitrate of silver in an ordinary 
spoon, and into this fluid hold the point ofa small 
_ needle (similarly fixed as the puncturing needle), 
till the silver crystallizes around the point like a 
_ minute ball, then insinuate this miniature caustic 
| point into the pervious puncture, cauterize the 
| follicle of the hair bulb or root, remove all instru- 
' ments, and in a few hours the hair will ulcerate 
| out by the roots, causing no pain or lesion, with 
| an entire removal of hairs, avoiding all possibili- 
| ties of scrubby, dwarfish returning hairs. 
| 
| Prevention of Contagious Diseases in Schools. 
One of the British Medical Officers of Health, 
| Mr. F. E. Mauby, suggests that if a medical cer- 
| tificate that each child was in good health, and 
had not been exposed to any known zymotic in- 
fluence during the holidays, could be required at 
both public and private schools at the commence- 
ment'of each term, and if a systematic inquiry 
could be made, say at the beginning of each 
week, in each school, as to causes of absence, a 
very great step would be taken toward the check- 
ing of zymotic diseases, since it is certain that 
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the gathering together of children at schools is 
the principal means of spreading these among 
the population. 


Carbolic Acid in Malarial Dissase. 


A strong plea for the value of carbolic acid in 
malarial disease is’ published in the Virginia 
Medical Monthly, from the pen of Dr. A. G. 
Tebault. He says: As a prophylactic, carbolic 
acid given in grain doses, at intervals of three to 
six hours, has, in my hands, yielded compara- 
tively far happier results, even in cases* where 
unmistakable prodromes of malarial fever were 
actually present. In experiments instituted dur- 
‘ing the past seven years, on my own person and 
others, feelings of lassitude, malaise, cutaneous 
torpors, disturbed sleep, furred tongue, nauseous 
taste and anorexia, often gave way under this 
treatment within twenty-four hours ; and a pulse 
hitherto jerking and irritable became calm and 
of the natural rhythm, while a soothingly pleas- 
ant sensation pervaded the system. No fever 
manifested itself in any of the cases; on the 
contrary, the person felt refreshed and buoyant. 

No other agent which I have employed has 
ever superseded carbolic acid as an apparent dis- 


~ 


Correspondence. 
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Filtration of Rivers. 

Some time since the French minister of Public 
Instruction authorized M. Gerardin to under- 
take some researches with a view of suggesting 
a remedy for river pollution in France. The 
results of his experiments, which have extended 
over a large number of years, have lately been 
published. Downward filtration is, he thinks, 
the only system yet known which is successful in 
thoroughly purifying sewage water, and in ren- 
dering it fit to flow into our rivers and brooks. 
In the case of the Croult, a river which flows into 
the Seine at St. Denis, serious pollution had 
arisen from starch works and sugar factories on 
its banks; in 1874 the proprietors of some 
starch works at Bourget arranged to make the 
water from their works flow over a piece of land 
drained for five hundred metres, but the ground 
was infected, and the water retained its injurious 
properties. Next year the water was diverted 
over a piece of land twenty times as large, and — 
the success was complete. The water is dis- 
tributed in gutters, by very fine streams, so as to 
be *spread over the whole of the ground, by 
which means a sufficient oxidation is secured. 








—— 


infector of the malarious taint within the system ; | 


and this, after anxious thought on the subject for | 


years, is to my mind the first glimmer of light 
that may lead to the discovery of means to act 
directly on the poison of fever. 





Posture in the Expulsion of the Placenta. 

Dr. A. T. A. King, in an article in the Na- 
tional Medical Review, is inclined to believe that 
if a woman sits up immediately after the de- 
livery of the child, the placenta is much less apt 
to be retained. He states that he has repeatedly 
secured the delivery of the placenta by instruct- 
ing the female to sit after delivery, the child 
having been previously separated in the usual 
way. He does not, however, positively recom- 
mend this practice, though he points out that 
if the womb were not well contracted, its con- 
‘ traction would be promoted in the manner 
stated, and what is more, should hemorrhage 
occur in the sitting posture, it would probably be 
less profuse and less frequently fatal than when 
the woman was recumbent, for the reason that 
syncope would occur sooner, and thus the force 
of the cardiac ventricle would be reduced earlier 
and before time had been allowed for it to pump 
out the horrible sluices of blood that so often 
occur during post-partal hemorrhage in the re- 
cumbent posture. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Ovariotomy. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sure. Reporter :— 


On the 20th of May, with the aid of my son, 
Dr. Wm. C. Bennett, I performed my eighth 
a for ovariotomy. The patient was 
about thirty-five years old; married, but had never 
had children. It proved to be a dermoid cyst, 
about the size of a large cocoanut, and contained 
@ cyst containing about two quartsof fluid, with 
@ great number of small cysts. In the large 
cyst was the fragments of an upper jaw, con- 
taining four teeth, two incisors pa two molars, 
also a ¢yst about the size of a hen’s egg, sur- 
rounded by a thin lamina of bone, containing a 
large tuft of brown hair, about the length of a 
finger. It was not loose, but grew from the in- 
side of the sac. She had been married five years, 
and about two years since thought herself preg- 
nant, as her menses ceased for a few periods and 
then returned, and continued until the operation. 
I look upon this as a real conception, where, for 
some reason, the ovum was delayed in the 
fallopian tube, and made an ineffectual effort to 
mature there. The pedicle was broad, and wasse- . 
cured by several ligatures, which were left han 
ing from the lower angle of the wound. No 
antiseptic measures were adopted, and up to this 
time, five full days, not one unfavorable symp- 
tom has occurred, and there is every prospect of 
a favorable ere E. P. Bennett, M.D. 

D ‘ay 26th, 


anbury, Ct., 1879, 
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News AND MiscELLANY. 


Examination of Seamen, 


The Marine Hospital Service has announced, 
in a circular, that in order to insure to such own- 
ers of American vessels as desire the services of 
sound and healthy seamen facilities for the 
proper physical examination of crews, at all 

orts. where medical officers of the Marine 

ospital Service are stationed, such officers will, 
upon the application of any U. S. Shipping 

ommissioner, or of the master or owner of any 
vessel engaged in the foreign trade, or passenger 
steamer engaged in the coasting trade, examine 
physically any seaman or seamen, and give a 
certificate as to their fitness or otherwise. No 
fee will be charged for the examination. 


Ttems. 


—The Burlington County Medical Society 
celebrated its semi-centennial anniversary in 
Burlington on June 18th. Dr. Joseph Parrish 
read a valuable sketch of the Society for fifty 
years back. A number of physicians were pre- 
sent. 


—Dr. Swan M. Burnett, of Washington, has 
recently made some examinations to ascertain 
whether the negro of the United States is af- 
fected with color blindness to the same degree 
as the white race. He concluded that they are 
less liable to the defect. 


—Dr. Jollinet, a physician of the department 
of the Seine et Oise, France, has met with a 
number of cases of trichinosis. Many persons 
suffered from serious symptoms after eating pork 
from the same animal. Out of twenty who par- 
took of this food, sixteen were attackéd! A por- 
tion of the pork was examined microscopically by 
M. Laboulbéne, who had been consulted by Dr. 
Jollinet, and a number of trichine were found in 
it. The pork itself did not present any unusual 
appearance, not even when examined by a lens. 

is is the first epidemic trichinosis which has 
been observed in France. 


OBITUARY NOTICES. 


John T. Darby, M.D., 


Professor of Surgery in the Medical Department 
of the University of the city of New York, died 
last week, at the age of 42 years. His death was 
traceable to the introduction of septic matter into 
the system at an operation performed two years 
ago. Although the poison did not prove immedi- 
ately fatal, his health has been gradually giving 
way ever since, and no medicine availed to eli- 
minate the poison. Dr. Darby was a native of 
. South Carolina, and a graduate of the Medical 
Department of the University of Pennsylvania. 
In September, 1878, he was offered andaccepted 
the chair of Surgical Anatomy in the University 
of the City of New York. In May, 1874, he was 
offered and accepted the chair of Surgery, so long 
and so ably filled. by the late Valentine Mott, 
Dr. Darby was also Visiting Surgeon to Mount 


News and. Miscellany. 


‘age. 
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Sinai and Belleyue Hospitals, a member of the 
Philadelphia Academy of Sciences, permanent 
member of the American Medical Association, 
and member of the Neurological Society, to 
which he contributed his paper on the ‘‘ Trephine 
in Traumatic Epilepsy.’’ He was the author of 
a thesis on the ‘ Anatomy, Physiology and 
Pathology of the Supra-renal Capsules.” His 
‘*Campaign Notes on the German War’”’ is a 
standard work on military surgery. He also 
wrote papers on liquid glass as a surgical dressing, 
and horse-hair as .a ligature and suture, besides . 
various military and civil reports, notes on origi- 
= gana and. contributions to medical peri- 
odicals. 


—Died, suddenly, at his home, in Steuben- 
ville, O., on the evening of June 18th, 1879, Dr, 
Thomas Johnson, in the sixty-ninth year of his 
Dr. Johnson received his academic de- 
gree from Jefferson College, Cannonsburg, Pa., 
in 1828, and his: degree in medicine from Jeffer- 
son Medical College, Philadelphia, in 1832.. He 
was a good physician, a wise counselor, and a 
Christian gentleman. 


—Dr. D. W. Putnam, the oldest practicing 
physician of Lamoille county, Vt., died at his 
residence in Morrisville, Vt., June 16. He was 
a graduate of the Medical Department of the U. 
V. M., in the class of 1828. 

—Dr. Jacob F. Treichler died at McKeansburg, 
Schuylkill county, Pa., on June 18, He wasone 
of the leading citizens of the county, having gone 
there in 1830, from Bucks county. 

—Dr, Peregrine Wroth, who practiced medi- 
cine in Chestertown for over fifty years, died in 
Baltimore the other day. bya 


MARRIAGES. 


HEGEMAN—MOYER.—In Trenton, N.J., Zane sth, 
at the residence of the bride’s brother, by the Rev. Wm. 


Hegeman, of New 


H. Neilson, Jr., Dr... J. A 
r of the late Charles 


York City, and Lizzie O., deag 
Moyer, 0 Philadelphia. 


NEILL—MAOALASTER.—In af ge oer ieee 


Edwar D.D., Dr. Hollingsworth and Julia 
Kissam, daughter of the late Charles Macalester, Jr. 


DEATHS. 

DARBY.—In New York, on Monday, June 9th, -1879, 
at No. 39 West 20th street, John Thomson Darby, M.D., 
in the forty-third year of his age. 

GRINDLE.—In Camden, N. J.,on June 12th, Wes- 
ley Grindle, m.D., late of this city, ‘ 

HORTON .—On June llth, of 
Maggie, wife of Dr. L. S. Horton, 
New York. 

INGRAM.—In this eit. on the 12th inst., Thomas 
Ingram) M.D., aged seventy-one years. 

OSGOOD.—On; Tuesday, June 3d, at No. 237 East 
17th street, Caroline P. Cagood, daughter of Dr. J. W. 
D. Osgood, of New York. ; $ 

PHELPS.—In: North Atelobere, Mass. on June 2d, 
Dr. Thaddeus Phelps, a native of Windsor, Vt. ay, 

RIDGELY .—In this ; on the 10th inst., Thomas- 
Howard Ridgely, u.D,, Inte Surgeon U.S. Army., | > 


sane danger of BE ona’ Wand’ Risabets 


Warder, of ti, Ohio.’ 


ulmona hthisis 
Ro. 82 West 17th St. 
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